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VOL. XVI AIR CORFS NEWS No. 8 





Information Division — Munitions Building 
Air Corps Jwy 19, 1932 Washington, D.C. 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, ana others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reorint material appearing herein, except 
that portion of the News Letter beginning with Notes from the Fields. 
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NEW ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE ARMY AIR CORPS 





§°PART of the Five Year Program for the expansion of the U.S. Army Air 
} Corps, by order of the War Department inactive units at Langley Field, 
Va., were rendered active on June 25th to compose what is now know 
Gy as the Eighth Pursuit Group, and which has been placed under the com- 
mand of Major Byron Q. Jones, Air Corps, until recently on duty with 

the War Department General Staff. 

The organizations included in this Group will include Headquarters, dérd, 
35th and 36th Pursuit Squadrons, and the 58th Service Squadron. The approximate 
commissioned and enlisted personnel of the entire Eighth Pursuit Group is figur- 
ed at 53 officers and 475 enlisted men. 

Headquarters Detachment, with apnroximately 25 enlisted men, will be under 
the command of Captain C.H. Welch, who will also continue his duties as Command- 
ing Officer of the 58th Service Squadron, which arrived at Langley Field on June 
‘15th with three officers and 130 enlisted men. 

The 33rd Pursuit Squadron will form a combat unit with Captain H.H.George 
in command, The organization stands at its full strength at the present time 
in commissioned personnel with 18 officers. Enlisted strength is approximately 
120 men. Pilots of the 33rd Squadron are equipped with 18 planes of the P-le, 

C and D Series. 

The 35th Pursuit Squadron has at present 7 officers and 100 enlisted men, 
and will be strengthened in the near future. 

The 56th Pursuit Squadron, with lst Lieut. J. C. Hodgson in command, has a 
personnel of 5 commissioned officers and 100 enlisted men. 

These units are carrying out regular Pursuit tactics and training. 

Two new Air Corps stations are making their appearance on the West Coast 
in the San Francisco Bay region. They are Hamilton Field, the new flying field 
in Marin County, and Benton Field, the new Supply and Repair Depot at Alameda, 
to serve West Coast activities. Provisions are now being made at Hamilton Field 
for one squadron thereat, contracts having been awarded June 20th for the con- 
struction of a 200-men barradcs, warehouse, shop, radio wuilding, one large 
hangar and several officers! and noncommissioned officers! quarters. 


The field was named in memory of lst Lieut. Lloyd Andrews Hamilton, killed 
in action near Lagnicourt, France, Aug. 26, 1918. He was born in Troy, N.Y.,on 
June 15, 1894, and after graduation from Syracuse University he entered the 
School of Business Administration at Harvard University. nlisting in August, 
1927, he was commissioned on March 2nd and received his pilot's wings on August 
13, 1918. From June 2lst (even before his official recognition as a pilot) un- 
til his death, two months later, he gained nine official aerial victories while 
serving with the 17th Aero Squadron, and was awarded the American Distinguished 
Service Cross and the British Distinguished Flying Cross. The above awards 
were for leading a low Fursuit-bombing attack on an enemy airdrome 30 miles be- 
hind the lines, setting fire to three airplanes and firing through the window 
‘of a chateau where some enemy vilots were quartered, killing a number of them. 

Benton Field, at Alameda, will be the home of a Supply and Repair Devot, 
which will serve Air Corps activities on the West Coast and in the United States 
‘possessions in the Pacific. The fill of the site is under way and the railroad 
spur into the field is almost completed. This field was named after a native 
son, the late lst Lieut. John W. Benton, who was born at Manton, Calif., Nov.27, 
1896. During the War he entered the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, and after 
graduation from the School of Military Aeronautics at Ferkeley, was commissioned 
a second lieutenant and rated a pilot, May 14, 1918, serving at Rockwell Field, 
Calif. ; Wilbur Wright Field, Ohio; Gerstner Field, La., and again at Rockwell 
Field until ‘the War ended. Appointed 2nd Lieutenant, Regular Army.Air Service, 
July 1, 1920, he later served at various fields in California and in the Canal 
Zone. He was a member of the Pan-American Good Will Flight, when he met his 
death in an aerial collision at Buenos Aires, Feb. 26, 1927, receiving the pos- 
thumous award of the Distinguished Flying Cross for his part in this flight. 
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WEST FOINT CADETS RECEIVE TRAINING AT LANGLEY FIELD 


/ RRIVING by Army transport at Fortress Monroe, Va., from West Foint, 
i7.¥.,; on June 12th, were 352 Cadets of the Class of 1933 at the United 
States Military Academy. This class of students was divided into 
three contingents, one of which was temporarily stationed at Langley 
Field, Va., for instruction in Air Corps tactics. The second group 
proceeded to Fortress Monroe, Va., for the purpose of studying the rudiments and 
principles governing the employment of Coast Artillery weapons, while the third 
group, going to Fort Bragg, N.C., conducted their annual firing of Field Artil- 
lery weapons. Each of these contingents remained at their respective stations 
for a period of one week and then alternated stations. 

At Langley Field, the Cadets had the time of their lives, the mormmings 
being devoted to flying and ground classes, with the objectives of demonstrat- 
ing to the students what part the Air Corps takes in the scheme of National De- 
fense. Various missions were performed, among which were included message drop- 
ping, road sketching, fire adjustment, navigation, night flying and a tactical 
ride in a 30-ship bombardment formation. 

Upon the arrival of the Cadets at Langley Field, Colonel Roy C. Kirtland, 
Commanding Officer, conducted an introductory lecture, and following this the 
men received their initial flight, followed by classes in machine gunnery, bombs 
and bombing, and radio - all the essential factors incident to the week's train- 
ing at Langley Field for the Academy students. 

Five Air Corps officers from West Point, Major H.R. Harmon in command of 
the unit, lst Lieuts. T.A. Sims, J.M. Weikert, R.E. Randall and end Lieut. D.F. 
Meyers, were stationed at Langley Field to supervise the training of the Cadets. 
Social anc recreational activities played as large a part as did the training 
of the Cadets, and mumerous athletic and social events as part of the program 
daily served to make the training of the students more enjoyable. Swimming 
parties at Fort Monroe beach, boating at the Hampton Yacht Club, and informal 
dances at Langley Field made up the social features for the Cadets, while tennis, 
polo and golf were the athletic-activities in which all participated, as well 
aS in other major and minor sports which were included in the recreation program. 

The training received by the West Point Cadets at Langley Field proved un- 
usually popular, as approximately 50% of the students expressed their desire to 
join the Air Corps branch of the U.S. Army upon their graduation in June, 1933. 
In closing the training on July 2nd, a final demonstration was scheduled to be 
held at Langley Field, with all the ships participating, as well as others from 
Edgewood Arsenal, Md., to be ferried dom for this special occasion. Smoke 
screen demonstrations and aerial formations were to constitute a prominent part 
of the review, also a combined maneuver of Bombardment, Attack and Pursuit 
tactics as a grand finale to the three weeks! training of the West Point Cadets 
at Langley Field. 





---000--- 
PLAQUE UNVEILED IN MEMORY OF MAJOR REAM 


The unveiling of a plaque, designed by Mrs. Barton K. Yount, and dedicated 
as a memorial to Major William R. Ream, Medical Corps, was held at the station 
hospital, Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., on June 2nd. Among those present 
and taking part in the unveiling were: Mrs. William R.-Ream and Miss Ream, widow 
and daughter of the deceased officer; Lieut.-Colonel Barton K. Yount, Commanding 
Officer of Rockwell Field, and Mrs. Yount; Lieut.-Col. Henry H. Arnold, Command- 
ing Officer of March Field, and Major T.C. Macaulay, Air Reserve, of San Diego. 
Each officer contributed to the occasion with appropriate remarks. 

A description of the plaque is as follows: Construction material, red 
potter's clay, heat treated and polished. It bears the insignia of the Medical 
Corps and wings of an airplane pilot, with the inscription - "In memory of 
William R. Ream, Major, Medical Corps, United States Army, Rockwell Field, 
pioneer flight. heaaeiastiet killed in airplane accident August 24, 1918." 
--~000--—= : 


The xP-936 (Boeing low wing Pursuit plane) is to be own as the Pe26 in 
the near future. Since this plane is now undergoing service test in the Air 
Corps, its present designation is Yl1P~26, 
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SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP CONDUCTS SUCCESSFUL "WAR" 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


F tien 
( eg , On June 16th, the Second Bombardment Group resumed garri- 
: 3 son duties at Langley Field, Va., and reverted to peace 


status after an eminently successful two weeks! aggressive 
campaign against Red invading forces in the Maryland-New 
Jersey and Delaware area. Red forces were completely rout- 
ed and the defeated nation sued for peace at 11:30 a.m., 
ll June 1932. An armistice was signed at noon the same 
day and hostilities ceased. 
On May 25th, this Group received orders to prepare for 
operations against the enemy. Advanced airdromes at 
) Hebron and Princess Anne, Maryland, were designated as 
our bases, and immediately planes and operations were 
started to make the occupation effective 1 June 1952. 
At 3:00 a.m., May 3lst, the ground section of the 
DEST Advance Echelon, under command of Lieut Thomas Ferguson, 
») Cleared Langley Field and proceeded to the advance base, 
arriving there at 7:30 p.m. the same day. Four gas trucks, 
four Class 3B trucks, two motorcycles, two ambulances and two reconnaissance cars 
(borrowed from Fort Monroe, inasmuch as not even the Group Commander rates an of- 
ficial car in these parts) made up the section and all was well on the trip. 

At 7:30 a.m. May 3lst, the air section of the Advance Echelon cleared Langley 
Field. The air section consisted of three Bombers from each Squadron and one 
¢-4A transport. This arrangement left the main body in readiness at 66-2/3% ef- 
fective tactical strength, sufficient to perform an emergency mission. Tentage 
and the supplies necessary for successful field operations were transported to 
the new bases by this section,as were personnel for establishing the camps. 

At 9:00 a.m., June lst, the main body moved out and occupied the camps so 
ably constructed by the personnel of the Advance Echelon. The 20th anc 96th 
Squadrons went to Gelder Field at Princess Anne and Group Headquarters and the 
49th Squadron to the Del Mar, Va. Airport at Hebron. Tank cars of gasoline for 
use during the action were spotted at rail heads in Hebron and Princess Anne, and 
it was assumed that bomb dumps were also estavlished nearby. At 12:00 noon, 
June lst, the 2nd Bombardment Group was ready and eager to start aggressive action 
against the enemy. Orders were issued putting all organizations on the alert at 
8:00 a.m. the following morning, and the remainder of the first day was devoted 
to erecting such conveniences as go to make life in the field a pleasure rather 
than a burden. A schedule of daily air transport services was maintained for 
transporting supplies and mail, lumber, spares, etc. One C-4A transport consti- 
tuted the cargo transport and one C-12 the mail and passenger plane. 

The first objectives assigned to the Group were Red beach heads (not beach 
Red Heads, mind you) at Lewes, Deepwater Point and Delaware City, on Delaware Bay. 
Ab 9:00 a.m., June 2nd, the Group took off and carried out its maiden mission. 
When we landed back at our bases at 12:00 noon, our hearts were bursting with 
pride, for our first mission had been eminently successful. The enemy had been 
forced to abandon the positions at Lewes and Deepwater Point, thus losing their 
footholds and being forced back across the Delaware Bay. 

At 5:00 p.m., June 2nd, reports were received locating a Red Attack Group 
at Bellanca Field. This then became our second objective, and at 9:00 a.m, 

June Srd, we took off firmly resolved to exterminate this menace. A coordinated 
attack was made at 10;03 a.m. ‘The airdrome was seriously damaged and the enemy 

Attack Group so demoralized that it was forced to withdraw to Camden Airport and 
take cover under the wing of supporting Pursuit aviation based there. 

After landing from the attack on Bellanca Field, our Observation, represent- 
ed by Lieut. Dick Freeman, with his sturdy F-1, reported a concentration of enemy 
artillery in the vicinity of Rocks, Md. (This was an actual target, the 6th 
Field Artillery being out on a practice maneuver at this time). ‘The able Obser- 
vation furnished us with excellent pictures showing the enemy on the march and 
the location of their proposed camp, indicated by the transportation and tents 
of the advanced echelon. Orders for alert at 1;00 p.m. were issued, and at 1:15 
pPem., off we went to catch the Red F.A. in bivouac, The attack was a complete 
surprise to our brothers in the Horse Artillery and, in spite of warning issued 
them by Corps Area Headquarters of the impending attack, we caught them complete-~- 
ly unprepared. ' 
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The next day being Sunday, by mutual agreement with our brother Red obser- | 
vers of the Sabbath, hostilities were postponed until Monday morning, June 6th. 
That morning we received a call from Blue GHQ to cut the enemy lines of communi. 
cation across the Susquehanna River and tims prevent a Red retreat or forvard 
movement of reinforcements. Accordingly, we took off and bombed and demolished | 
the bridges between Havre De Grace and Conowingo. nemy lines were cut and the 
problem of the harassed Reds was thus made more acute. 

While we were destroying the bridges over the Susquehanna, Red bombardment 
attacked our airdromes and destroyed our gasoline and bomb dumps. Consequently, 
when on June 7th we received orders to attack the rail head at Aiken, Md., where 
Red reserves were massing, we were faced with the »roblem of having to return to 
our interior base for fuel and ammunition. That problem didnot stump us very 
long, hovever, and at 5:30 a.m. next morning we took off to obtain the requisite 
supplies. We landed at Langley Field, »icked up tunnel gunners (student officers | 
of the Coast Artillery School at Fortress Monroe, flights for whom had been ar- 
ranged’ May 1st before we began the war, and who were to observe our tactics), 
bombs and fuel, and took off to bomb with live bombs a rail head constructed on 
our owm Plum Tree Range just for such some emergency as’ this. This represented 
the enemy rail ceuter at Aiken, Md., and was completely destroyed, mach to the 
surprise of our "tunnel gunners." After this destruction we landed, disvensed 
with our "tunnel gunners" and returned to our advance base for late lunch. 

On the morning of June 8th, the Group took off to retaliate and destroy the 
Red Bombardment Squadron at Atlantic City. On the way, we spotted an occupied 
enemy Pursuit airdrome at Cape May, and the 49th Squadron was detached to deliv- 
er an imediate attack. The remaining two Squadrons proceeded with the original 
mission and, after filling the Atlantic City Airport with craters and rendering 
it valueless for flying operations, we joined with the 49th at the designated 
Tally point and proceeded home with all souls restin, in the inviting folds of 

the blanket of satisfaction ef a job well done, ‘particularly in view of the fact | 
that the most distinguished and popular old timer of them all, piloting his om 
ship, had arisen around daw to join us from Washington and accompany the mis- 
Sion. With a radio in his ship, the Chief did not miss a word on 400 K.C. 

We received information on the evening of June 8th that a Red troop convoy 
was steaming down the coast and about to drop anchor off Hog Point and attempt a 
landing. At 9:00 a.m. June 9th, we took off and, after fighting off a pernicious | 
attack from Red Pursuit screening the landing operations, caught the convoy com 
pletely by surprise, with 25% of the troops on shore and 75% still aboard. Need- 
less to say, our expert bombers soon broke up that little party to the tune of 
six ships sunk, and all forces on land abandoned to the fickle discretion of 
the Fates. 

Early on the morning of June 10th, we were attacked by Red Attack aviation, 
Much smoke and gas were dropped on our unsuspecting heads. Fortunately, none of 
our planes was damaged. At 8:30 a.m., orders were issued for Squadrons to evac-| 
uate to auxiliary bases. This was accomplished, and we went ahead with our orig-| 
inal plan of attacking the enemy airdrome at Camden. Unfortunately, we encounter: 
ed a heavy fog enroute and were forced to return, our first failure during the 
war. What shame! What ignominy! We ust avenge this cruel trick fate had playe! 
on us! 

Burning with shame at our failure the previous day, we took off in the morn-| 
ing to attack the Red Army Headquarters and central supply depot at Fort DuPont, | 
Md, Our bombs loaded with a double charge sped down on their way and the Red 
GHQ was completely annihilated. At 11:30, June 10th, the Red power, minus the 
guiding genius of its leaders, sued for peace, and at 12:00 noon, an armistice 
was Signed and the War was over. 

During all these operations, the weather continued excellent, tut as soon | 
as the War was completed it began to rain. The Angels were weeping that so fine 
a force as the Second Group should revert to peace time status. As a result of 
this prolonged weeping, our return to Langley Field, originally scheduled for 
June 14th, was delayed two days. 

All in all, the two weeks' period was crowded with opportunities to accumm- 
late logistical and tactical data. Full advantage was taken of every opportunity: 
The success attending the wholehearted effort of every officer and man partici- 
pating was a source’of real gratification. As a result, the Second Bombardment 
Group is a more efficient tactical unit and an organization in which it is an 
honor to serve. 
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NEW LANDING FIELD IN HAWAII 











\ Word was received from Washington by the Hors. 
\ of the 18th Composite Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H., 
y \ for United States Attorney B.D. Wood to »roceed 
72 at once with condemnation of the large tract of 
land near Pearl Harbor, on which the Army Air 
Corps ‘plans to develop a landing field. The 
area extends from Watertorm to John Rodgers Air- 
port and from Dillingham Boulevard to Fort 
Kamehameha. It is in two blocks 
i and includes 2,212 acres. ‘The 
. land belongs to the Bishop, Queen 
Ema and Damon estates and is mostly planted in sugar cane. The area includes 
the village of Watertown on the entrance to Pearl Harbor. A plan has been ap» 
proved since 1928 for the development of an airdrome there. The cost of the 
project was approved, but as yet no appropriation has been made. : 

After completion of the field, it will be the home of the 19th Bombardment: 
Group, which will absorb the Bombardment squadrons now included in the 5th Com- 
posite Group at Iuke Field. The Comoosite Group will be moved to Wheeler Field, 
minus its Bombardment Squadrons, and the 18th Fursuit Group, now at Wheeler 
Field, will move to Iuke Field. Plans call for five sets of barracks, four 
hangars, six shops, a headquarters. ‘building, radio milding, photographic tuild- 
ing, 50 sets of officers' quarters, 50 sets of noncommissioned officers' quar- 
ters, and miscellaneous buildings. Because of the flat terrain, very little 
grading will be necessary. At the field near Fort Kamehameha, there will be 
more buildings and less ground work. 

It is estimated the project will cost si:ightly more than the Wheeler Field 
improvements, where $2,825,600 has just been svent or obligated. ‘The projects 
at Wheeler were grouped into 10 contracts, all but one of which were avarded to 
local contractors. 

-~=-000——= 


M.I.T. STUDENTS UNDERGO PRACTICAL TRAINING 


At Langley Field, Va., fourteen students from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology are undergoing training for a period of six weeks, learning the 
practical work in connection with aeronautics. These men are all members of the 
Air Corps branch of the R.0.T.C., and are stationed, quartered and rationed with 
the Cadets from West Point, enjoying the same social and recreational activities 
as the students from the United States Military Academy. 

Gaining the privilege to attend the class, these men were majoring in Aero- 
nautical Engineering while at college, and are in their Junior and Senior years. 
Upon graduation they will be commissioned in the Air Corps Reserve, U.S. Army, 
and are the only Reserve Officers now commissioned in the Air Corps who are not 
pilots. 

At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, these students have success- 
fully mastered the theory, while at Langley Field they are receiving six weeks! 
training, puiting their theoretical lkmowledge into practical use. In addition 
to this, training as observers in both heavier-than-air and lighter-than-air is 
part of the training program at Langley Field. An opportunity is also ,iven the 
scholars to visit the laboratory of the National Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics, located at Langley Field, which possesses the finest equipment for the 
experimental test of aeronautical equipment, one item of which is the largest 
wind tunnel known. 

Captain Louis R. Knight, A.C., is in command of the greup, having been de- 
tailed as Instructor of the Air Corps unit of the R.0.T.C. at Massachusetts Tech. 
after five years with the Air Corps Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas, 
as director of ground instruction and instructor of training at that station. 
Upon completion of the training period at Langley Field, Captain Knight, with 
his class of 14 students, will depart to assume his new duties as Instructor of 
the Air Corps unit of the R.0.1.C. at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

-~-000——— 

During June, the 1llth Obs. Squadron, Texas National Guard, flew a total of 
145 hours, of which time ten hours were; devoted to night flying and eight hours 
to blind flying and navigation problems. dol 
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NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN COOPERATE IN SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTS 


“HE 111th Observation Squadron, Texas National Guard, Houston, Texas, 
is cooperating with the Rice Institute physics staff in measuring the 
intensity of the cosmic ray at various altitudes. Physics Instructor 
L.M. Mott-Smith and L.G. Howell, both graduates of California Tech., 
are conducting the tests. Major Thomas W, Blackburn, commanding the 
36th Division Aviation, Texas National Guard, obtained permission from the 
Militia Bureau to use one of the Sqvadron's 0-38's for the tests. A number of 
flights have been made with Instructor Mott-Smith and his electroscope ana suc- 
cessful results obtained. Captain Justin F. Aldrich, Lieuts. Earl T. Showalter, 
Alexander G. Greig and John H. Eagle have piloted the 0-38 for Mott-Smith. 
Measurements of the cosmic ray are taken at every 3,000 feet, beginning at 
5,000 feet. The plane is first measured for its radium activity, a much more 
exact method than using a mountain top where the radium mass is an unkmomm quan- 
tity. "It is believed," says the News Letter Correspondent, "that this is the 
first time of record that an airplane has been used for this purpose. It fol- 
lows closely the ill-fated Compton University of Chicago exvedition to the top 
of Mount McKinley in Alaska for the same purpose, and during which several of 
the men with the expedition lost their lives by falling into a glacier crevasse. 
Messrs. Mott-Smith and Howell built the electroscope at Rice Laboratory. It 
is an electroscope charged with 1130 pounds of argon gas. At first the vibration 
of the plane greatly hindered the test. This difficulty was surmounted by hang- 
ing the electroscope in the rear cockpit by half-inch rubber hose supports at- 
tached to the fuselage frame. Readings in the plane are made on an average of 
30 minutes, whereas readings from mountain tops require about four hours, due 
to the radium activity of the great mountain mass. 
---000--~— 














HOW THE NEW BOMBING PLANE BEHAVeS ON ROUGH WATER 


It may be of interest to all Air Corps personnel engaged in flying ZSombers 
over water to know what can be expected when a BSA lands in rough water. One 
morning, during the Army-Navy Maneuvers in Hawaii, while engaged in "bombing" 
the LEXINGTON and SARATOGA, about 55 miles southwest of Barbers Point, Oak, a 
BSA airplane, No. 30-341, piloted by Lieut. Lloyd H. Tull, was forced dom by 
clogged gas jet. At the time of the engine failure, the engines were turning 
up perfectly at about 1700 r.p.m. when, without any warning, the left engine 
dropped from 1700 to 400 r.p.m. At that time the altitude of the airplane was 
about 4,000 feet and it was at a distance of three or four miles from the 
Carriers. Lieut. Tull immediately turned toward the Carriers and endeavored to 
hold the plane up on one engine. This could not be done and the plane lost al- 
titude rapidly, landing about a mile from the Destroyer LONG, which was accompa- 
nying the Carriers. The landing in the ocean was made by stalling the plane 
about ten feet above the water and letting it drop in. 

None of the crew knew exactly how the airplane struck the water, but the 
concensus of opinion is that it hit in the trough of the waves, the nose going 
under and then immediately coming up to the surface. Contrary to expectations, 
the tail did not go up but stayed afloat on top of the water. For the first two 
minutes, the cockpits were visible and the top wings were well on top of the 
water. Shortly thereafter, the lower wings came off - probably broken when the 
Plane struck the water —- and the weight was then held up by the top wings. ‘The 
gas tanks were about one-half full. The plane stayed up about twenty minutes, 
but sank just as the crew of the Destroyer were securing a line to it. Quite a 
sea was running at the time; otherwise, according to the News Letter Correspon- 
dent, "it is believed that the plane would have remained afloat a much longer 
time. 

The life raft, which is carried on all airplanes in the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment, was gotten out of its container; but, due to the excitement of the two 
mechanics who were endeavoring to inflate it, it was washed off the top of the 
fuselage and recovered later by a boat from the Destroyer LONG. It is some 
satisfaction to know that the Bomber will not break up quickly in the roughest 
kind of sea, if it is landed carefully and if ample time is available for in- 
flation of life raft, securing of life preservers, etc." 

---000--- 


The 65th Service Souadron, Iuke Field, 1T.H.., held its annual Organization 
Day outing and celebration at Nanakuli Beach on June 6th. 
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AIR CORPS ENGINEERING SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT 


The twelfth Engineering School commencement was held on June 30th at 11:00 
aeme, in the Wright Field Auditorium, a class of 16 students receiving di»lomas. 
Major General Hugh A. Drum, Commanding the Fifth Corps Area, was a special 
guest and gave the princival address.~-.Besides the students; their families; the 
Faculty Board, consisting of “.. Brig. General H.¢. Pratt, Commandant 
of the School, Captain L fo Grandison Gardner, Assistant Command- 
and, Majors High Knerr, cote oa RM. Jones and C.W. Howard, and Ezra 
Kotcher, Senior Instructor, Wright Field personnel 
and interested Daytonjians were in attendance. Gen. 
Pratt delivered the opening address and »resented the 
diplomas. The ceremonies were brief but were marked 
with a definite military dignity. 

The School a a S eR «6 regrets this year losing Captain © 
Gardner sane who, after successfully cuid- 
ing its i , ’ / scholastic and executive poli- 
cies for the i cs / past several years, is due to 
revert to \ a student again, having been trans- 
ferred to \ Maxwell Field, where he will enter 
the Tactical. | School. Lieut. F.M. Hoplicins, one 
of this vear's ; graduates, will take over the rein: 
from Captain ,; Gardner, the excellent record 






















maintained ; during the past year seeming to 
: 7s , \ . : : : 
insure his { \ being eminently fitted for their 
handling. As usual, the services of a 


number of the students were de- 
---~, tailed for Material Division 
% use. Captain Hackett was 
A assijned to the Field Ser- 
YS.’ vice Section; Lieut. S.R. 
Pe sgh arris and Lieut. S.5. 
 v-/ Prudhomme to the Zquinment 
“SQ / Branch; Lieut. C.A. Bassett 
bs ‘OX “/ to the Power Plant Branch; 
yf Lieut. L.F. Harman to the Air- 
Nea ie: ¢reft Branch; and Lieut. I.A. 
Woodring to the 4 










fi) Flying Eranch. Ca»vtains Erookley and 
Estabrook were “STS otransférred to the Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corns; Lieut. Holcomb to Scott Field; Lieut. Morrison to San Antonio; 
Lieut. Stace to Duncan Field; Lieut. Austin to Middletowm; Lieut. Asp to 
Maxwell field; Liewt..Warburton to Selfridge Field and Lieut. Morris to 
Rockwell Field. a whine ee 

For several years the school has contemplated a coat of arms. This year, a 
design was finally worked out, approved by tho Way: Department: anc recorded in the 
Quartermaster General's Office as official. A dark blue shield shows gold stars 
and white clouds. At the center an early model biplane glider is in flicht. A 
Pair of Cividers open downward at the head of the shield with a branch of oak 
leaves bearing acorns entwined through them. A streamer below the shield bears 
the motto "Animis Opibusque Parati." 

Another activity this year is the revival of the school year book, which 
Captain Brookley's enthusiasm called into bring. During the last few weeks of the 
term, this officer delved into »ast year books, collected photographs, historical 
notes; in short, turned editor and author. ‘The year book when published should be 
a credit to him as well as a valuable school document and a pleasant memento for 
each member of the class. 

——-000~—~ 


: Severak weeks orior to their graduation, students of the Air Corps Inzineer- 
ing School left for their annual visit to various manufacturing plants, where 
they witnessed in production articles and equipment, the technical phases of 
which formed part of their school curriculum during the year. ‘The flight this 
year was in charge of Cantain Merrick Estabrook, Captain Gardner, Assistant Com- 
Mandant in Charge of Instruction, being unavle to go. Ezra Kotcher, School In- 
structor, was a member of the flight. Eight airplanes took the class from Wright 
Field to Langley Field; to Baltimore; to Paterson, N.J.; to Hartford, Conn.; +0 
Buffalo, W.Y.,:and back to Wright Field, 
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SUCCESSFUL ! MANEUVERS IN HAWAIT TEROUGH USE OF RADIO 


, HE weaotioability of exercising complete . and instantaneous command over a 
large uvmber of planes by inter-plane radio telephone was demoustrated 

i. by the 18th Comvosite: Wing on Mey 6th. Sixty-six planes rendezvoused at 
a given point. early in the morning and, as each squadron checked in, commend was 
taken by Lieut.-Colonel Brant. Giving his comaands by radio telephone from the 
Wing Command Plane, Col. Brant conductec a series of maneuvers which proved, 
without doubt, that this method would »rove highly successful in actual combat. 
Bombers were sent out on theoretical offensive missions, ground straffing attacks 
were made, photo flizhts flowm, and the quick transmittal of orders and reports 
eliminated any possible chance of error. The. Wing landed as a unit at Wheeler 
Field during the exercise, and it was a revalation to see this large number of 
planes acting on the orders given by the Wing Commander. 

Says the Nows Letter Correspondent: "To sive you some idea how a Wing exer- 
cise gets exercised by radio telephone in the air, the following is what might 
have been heard (but was :05) by a listener-in on the radio orders durin; the 
Wing exercise, when the Wing Cormander directed the seated of 65 planes 
from his cockpit in the Wing Command Plane; 

'Hello, bvzzards; this is your genial master of sii: Jerry Brant, 
announcing. Tis morning we are going to broadcast telling what the well-behaved 
military pilot will be doi:.z during any given maneuver. Now, I see that we are 
all here on time. Great! i went you boys to all fall in behind while I dish 
out a little dirt. You pursuit up there, come on dovm and be sociable. Here's 
the idea. ; 

Just suppose that there was a couple of attacking aircraft carriers just 
outside the harbor, I reslize that we'd.all be shot:down by now if th¢re were, 
bat let's suppose anyway. You bombers, take e few moments off and run out there 
and lay a few eggs on them. Then come back and tell us just what hapvened. In 
the meantime, you observation planes chase up to Wheeler and take me a nice bunch 
of photos on the way. See if you can't find = couple of femmes taking a sun bath 
on some roof. Scram! 

You pursuiters can emuse yourselves by shooting down a few of these mosqui- 
toes that are making our lives miserable. Go at them from above, and don't let 
me see you letting any of them getting on your tail. 

Hello, attack! Nov, that the boys are «11 busy for a while, let's have a 
game of tag. I'11l be it, and no fair dodgizg behind radio masts. Let's got 

--~000-—— i 





MIMIC WARFARZ BY BROOKS FIELD AIRMEN 


Engeging in a spectacular mimic warfare maneuver, June 14th and 15th, in 
North Texas as the culmination of the traininz: year, the 12th Observation Group, 
Brooks Field, under the direction of Major Frank D. Backland, Commanding, ef- 
fectively demonstrated the mobility of an air unit within a brief period of 
time .and with small personnel. 

Dallas, Texas, and its environs was nes as the base of onerations for 
the leth Observation Group, representing the "Flue" force, which conterplated 
"war" with the "Red" force as the result of emergency orders issued June 1éth at 
Brooks Field, Fifty planes, sixty officers and forty enlisted men left Brooks 
. Field early Tuesday morning for Dallas, and occupied Hensley Field as headquar- 
ters and cormand post. ‘They were given orders to reconnoiter from Wichita Falls 
to the Mississippi and to report on train movements, locate bridges and fords 
and give waining of impending attacks, since the "Rec" force theoretically occu- 
pied the region north of the Red River and east of the Mississiy pi. 

At midnight Tuesday, headquarters.at Hensley Field rescived information that 
the "Red" navy was approaching Galveston, and planned an attack of that port, 
wherewpon the Group departed for Galveston early Wednesday morning. At Galveston 
the Group assembled by Squadrons, being called by radio. 

Officers from Brooks Field who commanded the Squadrons of the unit were; 
Captain B.F. Griffin, 12t’. Observation Squadron; 1st Lieut. A.S. Heffley, 22nd 
Obsérvation Squadron; Vaptain C.E. Giffin, 88th Observation Scuadron; lst Lieut 
‘J.H. Hicks, lst Photo Section; 1st Lieut. Winfield S$. Hamlin, Transvort Divisioy 
and 2nd Lieut. I1.W. Ott, 62nd Service Squadron. 

- The Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Galveston, entertained on Vednesday 
evening with a fish dinner, honoring the 12th Observation Group, which returned 
to Brooks Field Thursday morning. 
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TROOPS ONCE MORE FOR ROCKWELL FIELD 








OCKWELL Field is once more beginning to assume the aspect of an active 
tactical post. In October, 1931, the Headquarters 7th Bombardment 
Group, 96th Pursuit Squadron and 11th Bombardment Squadron were trans- 
ferred from Rockwell Field to March Field to become a part of the First 
2) Bombardment Wing. After this transfer only the 76th Service 
Squadron was left at Rockwell Field, in addition to the activities 
of the Rockwell Air Depot. 

Authority was received from the War Department for the formation of the 
19th Bombardment Group Headquarters, effective June 24, 1932. The 19th Bombard- 
ment Group will include at this station the 76th Service Souadron, the 30th and 
3end Sombardment Squadrons. Considerable personnel are arriving and enroute, to 
include the following: 11 officers and 88 enlisted men from March Field; 15 en- 
listed men from Fort Sill, Okla., one enlisted man from Randolph Field, and 120 
men which are being recruited in the 9th Corps Area. Captain Harold M.McClelland 
is busy organizing the activities of the Group. The Squadron Commanders will be 
Captains Horace N. Heisen, James L. Grisham and Richard K. LeBrou. 

The new officer personnel reporting to Rockwell Field for assignment to the 
Group are as follows: Captain Harold W. Beaton, lst Lieuts. H.B. Chandler, C.W. 
Pyle, W.T. Larson, H.F. Rovce, 2nd Lieuts. W.W. Gross, J.F. Walsh, R.W. Goetz, 
T.B. Anderson and C.W. Haas. In addition to the above officers, who are being 
transferred from March Field, lst Lieuts. Delmar H. Dunton and Cecil E. Archer 
reported to this station for duty. Orders were also received assigning to 
the field lst Lieuts. Morton H. McKinnon and Joseph T. Morris. 

---000--- 


NEW TACTICS IN PURSUIT ORGANIZATION 


Captain H.H. George, the skipper of the %cord Pursuit Squadron, according to 
the Langley Field Correspondent, is forming a new Pursuit attack in his organiza- 
tion. With the exception of flight leaders, the majority of the members of the 
Squadron are Kelly Tield gratnates of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School,Class 


‘of March, 1952. Captain George is conducting an experiment with a double-headed 


urpose. The first is to study the effectiveness of his own theory of fursuit 


' tactics. This formation is similar to those employed in war time, especially by 


the jagdstaifels of Germeny. It is composed of three six-ship elements in eche- 
lon flying as a wedge, with each clement at a diffecent altitude. The echelon 
is wide, allowing for greater maneuverability. The scarcity of signals and, in- 
deed, the lack of necessity for signals, is an added factor. The first element 
can turn in any direction and presents a battle front both in dives and recover- 
ies. The two other elements follow down in turn to cian a steady hammer blow 


attack almost impossible to align sights upon. 


_ The second purpose of Captain George's experiment is to determine the exact 
level of efficiency a group of men can reach in a certain time. This should 
prove very beneficial as a standard for training in time of war. 

~--000--- 


HAWAITAN DEPARTMENT COMMANDER WITNESSES GUNNERY EXHIBITION 


Major-General Briant H. Wells, Commanding the Hawaiian Department, visited 
*uke Field, %.H. recently, and with his staff witnessed an exhibition of aerial 
gunnery and Vombing. Two LB-6 Bombers, one carrying six and the other seven 100- 
pourid demolition bombs, took off from Iuke Field at 9:15 a.m. and proceeded to 
the bombing range at the mouth of Pearl Harbor, where they dropped their bombs ~ 
the first Bomber dropping in pairs while the second dropped all of its bombs in 
salyo. The General and his staff, in a plane piloted by Major Maxwell Kirby, 
commanding Iuke Field, witnessed the excellent demonstration of marksmanship and 
the umsual.spectacle provided by the tall columns of water throw up by simulta- 
neously exploding bombs. 

Boinbing teams who gave the demonstration. were; end Lieut. Fred §. Stocks, 
pilot, Ist Lieut. Joseph W. Benson, bomber; 2nd Lieut. Howard Moore, pilot, 2nd 
Lieut, Floyd E. Nelson, Bomber. ‘The gumnery team consisted of 2nd Lieuts. Franci 
W. Williams, gunner, and William M. Pryce, pilot. Second Lieut. Lawrence T.Pugh 
Piloted the tow target ship. 
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TACTICAL INSPECTION OF MITCHEL FIEND 






HE fighting strength of Mitchel Field, composed of some fifty odd 
ships, was rolled out on the flying line on June 28th in readiness 
for the annual tactical inspection by Major-General Dennis 4, Nolan, 
Commanding General of the Second Corps Area. 

At exactly 10:30, General Nolan and his Inspecting Party arrived at the 
field, were met by Colonel John H. Howard, Commanding Officer, and immediately 
began inspecting the flying equipment on the line... Shortly after this insvec- 
tion came the aerial review flown by the 99th, lst and 5th Squadrons, in the 
order named, and led by Captains Frederick W. Evans, Earle J. Carpenter and 
E.E. Harmon, respectively. 

From a cupola above the main operations building on the line, the forma- 
tions were directed by General Nolan through the use of new radio equipment 
just designed for the Army by the Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, N.J. All of 
the commmication between the ground and the flight leaders, as well as that 
between Major W.O. Ryan in a command ship and the squadron leaders, was re~ 
broadcast through a loudspeaker for the benefit of the Inspecting Party and 
others in the immediate vicinity. 

After the review came a parade of events which completely covered every 
phase of Observation. Simulated gunnery missions employing the use of tow tar- 
gets were run off overhee<; an actual puff target mission was conducted at a 
far corner of the field, ea1d a Red Cross relief mission was run off at a lower 
altitude in front of the reviewing stand. Photographs were made of points desig- 
nated by the Inspecting Party, developed in record time by the 8th and 14th 
Photo Sections, and delivered to the General. ’ 

4A novel aspect of the whole inspection was that a wartime situation was as- 
sumed, and a field order published, so that every mission was accomplished with 
the view of defeating an enemy force advancing on the airdrome from the eastern 
end of Long Island. Due to the efficient performance of aJj.l missions, the in- 
vading horde was demolished in time for all tne defending forces to put away 
their arms and eat lunch at the Officers! Clu». 

In the afternoon the General and his party inspected the remainder of the 
post and evinced a particular interest in the new. construction which is so rapids 
ly supplanting the old wartime structures just aboat falling to ruin. At four- 
thirty, the General met all the commissioned personnel of the field in the Offi- 
cers! Club and the day was climaxed by refreshments served by the Women's Club. 
——= 000mm 
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RANGE FINDING INSTRUMENTS TESTED IN HAWAII 


Experiments and tests of the instruments installed in the Iuke Field 
Douglas Amphibian, now being carried out by the Long Range Firing Board in co- 
operation with the Coast Artillery are progressing most satisfactorily. Several 
different instruments and methods of procedure have been tried out, and the less 
reliable promptly discarded. It is expected that very accurate results will be 
attained, and that a basis for future work along these lines will be established. 

The Long Range Firing Board is comprised of six officers and each is a spe- 
Cialist in his line, Lieut. Lloyd H. Tull is Operations Officer, and Lieut. 
George W. Peterson is his assistant. Statistics are under the supervision of 
Lieut. Kenneth P. McNaughton, and Lieut. Edward N. Coates is the meteorologist. 
—. Otto P. Weyland and Robert E.L. Choate are observation, radio and liaison 
ie) cers, 

The experiments deal with two problems. The first is the definite location 
of the spotting plane by means of radio direction finders. The other half of the 
work is in finding the range, depression angle and azimth of the target in rela- 
tion to the plane. As the spotting plane cannot approach the target nearer than 
10,000 yards, very careful and exact methods must be used in making these meas- 
urements. The instrument that has proven the most accurate for reading the de- 
pression angle from plane to target is the aircraft octant. The figures so ob 
tained are transmitted by radio to the commander of the firing battery, and 
there they are carefully plotted to show the location of the target. . Every pos- 
sible effort is made to eliminate errors, and to compensate for persistent ones. 
Nothing is being spared in the attempt to have two things occupy the same space 


at the same time » the shell and the target. 
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WHEELER FIELD BECOMES AN IDEAL SPOT 





: es 
f a The landscaping of Wheeler Field is progressing 
| e slowly, but systematically. The lavns are all planted 
. ; ae st with Bermuda grass, which.is grovin,; satisfactorily. 
a Much of the shrubbery and street trees being planted 
gee now are small, but enough good sized plants are includ- 

y — ed to make an immediate showing. nough bright color- 

a ; ed foliage plants are included in each planting to in- 
aii Oy oh , sure a constant color display. Most of the patios are 

HG Se eF we se being enclosed with shrubs for sake of privacy, as well 
“SN 4 OS OS ae Oe" as an attractive and, in many cases, utilitarian back 
it ill, sl atte a ground. Several fruit trees of different varieties 
= SISA UN Ties ** are included in the planting of each set of cuarters. 
OE ec ET ne oat An attempt is being made to keep the shrubs planted as 
TLS a = WK ~~" “=Yelose to the building as is consistent with their nor- 
mal development, and thus leave: many clear expanses of 
lawn. In the area between the rows of quarters, group planting of tall srowing 
palms and Single specimens of large growing evergreens will some day form an at- 
tractive background, as well as afford splendid shade. The planting of annual 
flowers are left to the individuals, and commendable progress is being made 
along this line, nearly everyone having shomm both interest and initiative in 
. : the ornamentation of his home to date. Progyvess in shrubbery planting has been 
mo rather slow, due to the luck of funds for securing plants. <A nursery has been 
established, however, whic will take care of future needs, and a collection of 

r plants has been accwmlated, which will insure rapid planting progress in the 

sig. immediate future. 

~--000--~= 

aS~ TOYS BOUGHT FOR USE AT THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 

th 

rn The Air Corps Supply Officer at Kelly Field, Texas, approved the »urchase 

\ ef 12 casoline trucks, 6 trucks of conventional Army design, ten tractors, ten 
artillery caissons and 24 lead soldiers, all 2+ a cost of $4.20. The toys will 
be used for new equipment and "personnel" fu. the miniature bombing range at 
the field, used for indoor oractice by studcuts of the Bombardment Section of 

2 the Advanced Flying School. They will replace equipment recently ddclared ob- 

Dids solete, and the new soldiers. will replace others recruited several years ago, 

p~ some of them old enough to be World War veterans. They are the survivors of 

Pi. - countless theoreticai bombing raids. 

Ds Recently the purchase of four fishing poles was approved by the Supply 
Officer. The poles are used for communication work. Messages suspended on a 
string stretched between the ends of two poles are »icked up by a hook suspend- 
ed from a lowflying plane. 

---000~—— 
TRAINING FLIGHT BY NEW ENGLAND RESERVES 

al Whder the command of Capt. J.A. Wilson, Boston Airport, the Reserves made 

285 a one-day flight which covered every New England State, with some landings for 

re fuel. Every available plane was utilized in this training mission, and the 

ed. pilots alternated at the controls at various legs of the trip. 

6- Leaving early on the morning of June 26th, the formation headed towards 

| Maine, on to Vermont, across New Hampshire, down to Connecticut, over to 
Providence, R.I., and thence back to Boston, where they arrived about 8:lU p.m. 

’ All were agreed that this training flight was of great value to the group in 

se crose~country flying and coordination. Captain W.B. Wright, Jr., and his 

BON Reserve unit in Kansas City, Mo., will have to look to their laurels if they 
ever meet up with the Eoston boys. — 

on Thoughts are now directed towards the coming camp, scheduled to be held at 

the Martson's Mills Airport on Cape Cod immediately following the National Guard 

Lae 10lst Observation Squadron camp. This will be the first time that the local 

a Reserves have not held their camp at Mitchel Field, and probably the first time 
working as a unit in their ovm established camp. Cant. Glenn Salisbury, Air 

- Corps, Officer in Charge of the Reserve Training Activities, plans for an ex- 

— tremely intensive and interesting camp schedule. 

- eee C0 Ome 

Captain 1.T. Tpapnell, in charge of the Legal Branch, Materiel Division, 

Sa Wright Field, for the past year and a half, left in June for service in the 

ee Judge Advocate General's Department in Washington. He is replaced by Captain 

" R,V. Laughlin, who revorts from the station to which Captain Trapnell was 
transferred. Captain Leughlin comes to Wright Field with a record of interest- 
ing and important patent work in which many legal cases have been handled for 

the Government. 
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES OF THE AIR CORPS 
>" us LETTER from the Department of the Interior quoted below is a fitting | 
commentary to an important task admirably accomplishea. The project 
in question was described in the last issue of the News Letter. This 
letter, dated June 9, 1932, addressed to Lieut.~Colonel John A. 
raegelow, Commandin;; Officer of Scott Field, Ill., by Mr. W.O. 
Mendenhall, Director of the Geological Survey, expresses the deep anpreciation 
of the Department to Lieut. Herman F. Woolard and his capable crew for their 
assistance in a mapping project in Louisiana. Mr. Mendenhall states: 

"The last shipment of prints completing Project In2, Louisiana, have been 
received, and I have much pleasure in complimenting you on the very efficient 
manner in which the photography of this extensive project was carried through. 

The mission under the direction of Lieut. Woelard was accomplished in a 
remarkably short time, the delivery of prints came through without delay, and 
the results have been most satisfactory in every particular. The quality of 
the photosraphs is excellent and the scale unusually consistent throughout on 
those that have been used so far for map compilation. 

The Geological Survey fully appreciates the fine cooperation of the Air 
Corps on this project. 









During the last year the Photo Sections at Mitchel Field have accomplished 
a surprising bulk of work. Demands for the services of the 8th and 14th Fhoto 
Sections have been made by the U.S. Geological Survey, Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
the U.S. Corps of Engineers, and numerous other organizations. In addition to 
these details, the usual work of a photo section at an Air Corps post was 
carried out. 

The Sth Photo Section photographed 1475 miles of territory for the Corps of 
Engineers, using a 4-lens camera at a scale of 1 to 18,450. A remarkable testi- 
mony of the improvement of supersensitive aerial film over the older tynes was 
evidenced in a single lens survey of Pine Camp, N.Y., by Lieut. Paul Cullen, 
acting Commanding Officer nf the 8th. This project was made to supplant the 
old four-lens survey of the same area for use by the Corps of mngineers in re- 
making a map of that area. ‘The greater portion of the area was ,hotographed 
under a completely overcast sky with the work lasting late into the afternoon. 
Rain fell for a short time, and it was difficult to discern the ground because 
of the haze. 

Captain Willis R. Taylor, with a detachment from the 8th Fhoto Section, is 
at present in Michigan on a survey for the State of Michigan and the U.S. 
Geological Survey. Since April, he has furnished the Section with 56 rolls of 
film to develop and print. This means that 6600 negatives have been developed 
and plotted by the Section. From these negatives 33,000 prints will have to 
be made and furnished to the State of Michigan. Captain Taylor has already 
covered 6,000 square miles and still has 4,000 more to go before the project is 
completed. 
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COLLISION WITH TREZS CAUSES TWO DEATHS 


On llonday, June 27th, at 9:30 ».m., while returning from a tow target mis- 
sion with the Anti~Aircraft at Fort Tilden, Lon: Island, Lieut. Timothy J.Creedon 
with Corporal Gilbert Burtnette as passenger encountered a terrific thunder and 
rain storm. Because of his unfamiliarity with the Island, also the darkness and 
extremely poor weather, Lieut. Creedon lost his way. de tried frantically to get 
under the clouds and locate his bearings in the vicinity of Fort Washington on 
the north shore. Finally desvairing of finding his way back to the field, Lieut. 
Greedon cut the gun of his motor and attempted a landing on an estate near the 
beach. ‘The crash, caused by collision with two trees, immediately killed his 
Passenger and caused his own death the following morning. 

It is with extreme sorrow that Mitchel Field records these deaths, and the 
utmost sympathy is extended to all concerned. 

—~-000——— 

Captain Victor EH. Strahm, who recently graduated from the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Maxwell Field, Jla., and vho reported for duty at the Materiel Division, 
Weight Field, Ohio, relieved Captain St. Clair Streett, who is due to revort for 
duty as student at the Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 
— nat pega tga PP Captain Streett was the exceedingly capable Chief of 
G a’ Fin anch, x 1 yr iss +¢ Yeni 3 
smiling Meliss and those at Wright Field vill greatly miss the genial and 
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Crouch, Joel Lee 


‘Ellis, Gordon W. 


» Feaganes, Joseph F. 


NEW CLASS STARTS TRAINING AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The class which began flying training at the Air Corps Training Center at 


Randolph Field, Texas, on July lst, comprises 196 students. 


The menibers of this 


class, as selected by the Chief.of the Air Corps, are made up of tvio Air. Corps 
officers, one officer from the Field Artillery, four noncommissioned officers of 


the Air Corps training in their grade, 


and seven enlisted men of the Air Corps, 


three from other brenches of the military service and 179 civilians training un- 


der the status of Flying Cadet. 


Two of the four Air Corps noncommissioned officers training in grade are 
members of the famous Caterpillar Club, Technical Sergeant Frank J. Siebenaler 
being initiated on November 14, 1928, and Staff Sergeant Lloyd W. Thacker on 


June 3, 1929. 


The State of Texas leads in the student representation at the 


Primary Flying School with 23, .California and Pennsylvania following with 17 
students each, Massachusetts with 11 and North and South Carolina with 9 each. 


With five students, Los Angeles leads the cities represented in this class, 


lowed by Pittsburgh, Pa., with four. 


fol- 


Members of the new class are enumerated below, as ceragesneedl 


FLYING CADETS 


Aigeltinger, Howard 0. 
Allee, Edgar Schwartz 
Allen, Ches ter 

Allen, John Paul 
Allen, Robert H. 
Altenburg, Wm. M. 
Arthur, William T. 
Avary, Edwin 

Farry, Sanmel 

Barton, Joe Earle 
Bateman, Martin Ansel 
Bear, Henry Stoner 
Beeson, Wm. B., Jr. 
Bidwell, Lloyd H. 
Biedinger, Chas. 
Bischoff, Julius W. 





York, Pa. 
Boston, Mass. 
Georgetown, Texas 
Baltimore, Md. 

‘ eto — 
amp Co le. 
Gnaka ‘Neb D. 
Oakland, Calif. 
Roxbury, Mass. 
Greenville, $.C. 
. Camden, S.C. 


Uniontown, Pa. 
StevensPoint, Wis. 


St. Louis, Mo. 


Bishop, Horace Edward Inman, S.C. 
Black, Addison F. Jr. Norfolk, Va. 
Blalodc, Birch B. Bonham, fexas 


Bonnymen , Alexander,Jr. Knoxville, Tenn. 

Booker, Richard C. Hampton, Va. 
Boushey, Hemer A. ,Jr. New York City 
Brown, John Dean St. Paul, Minn. 
Brown, Willard Van Deman Atlanta, Ga. 
Cavanaugh, James Brighton, Mass. 
Chapin, Ivin S. Benton, Pa. 
Cheney, Howard Alton, ‘Springfield, Mass. 

Connally, Jemes T. ae a 
Corbett, Clyde Wilson,Shinpenville, Pa. 
Crain, George K. Birmingham, Ala. 
Crawley, Marshall L.Jr. Spartanburg,8.C. 
Haiinah, N.D. 


Crumley, Newton G, Elko, Nevada 
Darrow, Don Centralia, Wash 
Darsie, James OC, ‘Burton, Ohio 
Davidson, John F, Atlanta, Ga. 


Davis, Herman §. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Davis, Walter E. College Station, Texas 
Diehl, Donald B, York, Pa. 
Dorsey, Edward Rowe Tucson, Ariz. 
Douville, Robert Roy Mobile, Ala. 
Dress, George W.,Jr. Harrisburg, ‘Pa. 
DuBois, Jesse Bartlett Savannah, Ga. 
Duchacek, Ralph A. W.Springfield ,Mass. 
may, i a Tt. ~ ‘Huntsville, Texas 
vi Huntington, N.Y. 
Edgar, Willian S. Waco Texas 
Ellis, D. Ross Stillwater, Okla. 
San Diego, Galif. 
Austin, Texas 
Newberry, S.C. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Blue Ridge, Texas 
Wytheville, Va. 


Endress, Albert Van. 
Eskridge, L.G., JY... 
Evans, Frank H, : 
Fagg, Roby C. 


Waynesboro, Fa. 


L. East Chicago , Ind. - 


Koller. Walter F. 
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FLYING CADET 


Fellers, Edgar R. 
Flaherty, Charles E. 
Foley, John Joseph 
Foster, G. Emerson 
Frack, Morris W. Norman, Okla. 
Frankenfield, Winfred E. St.Charles, Mo. 
Fulwider, Lawrence §. Hloomington, Ind. 
Geaughen, Thomas J. Omaha, Neb. 





re S.C. 
Barrowsville, Mass. 
Amherst ,Mass. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Geult,. Emslie N. Ruxton, Md. 
Geiger, Harry B. Philadelvhia, Pa. 
Geile, Francis A. Raleigh, N.C. 


Fort Worth, Texas 
Amherst, Mass. 
Shepherd, Mich. 
Mystic, Conn. 
Manchester, N.H. 
Greeley, Colo. 
Washington, D.C. 
Texarkana, Ark. 
Wichita, Kans. 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
S. Savannah, Ga. 
Lakeside, Ariz. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Vermillion, §.D. 
Vesta, Minn. 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Canoga Park, Calif. 
Cokato, Minn. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Gentry, Jay L. 
Goodall, Leslie D.. 
Gottschalk, John F. 
Goyette, Cyril A. 
Grenier, Jean D. 
Gunn, Harold Austin 
Hele, Elkins H. 
Hamilton, Charles L. 
Hamilton, Harry S. 
Hankey, Carl 

Hensen, Oscar M. 
Hansen, Teddy L. 
Harcos, Kermit A. 
Harrington, Edwin J. 
Harris, Kay P. 
Hayden, John H. Jr. 
Heacock; Lowell E. 
Hendri dson, Laurence E. 
Higgins, Louis W. 

Hill, Albert J. Atlanta, Ga. 
Hinshaw, Conrad 0. Pleasant Garden, N.C. 
Hoffman, Charles S. Stenford Univ. Calitz. 
Holland, Charlie A.Jr. Florence, S.C. 
Hollstein, Charles P. Akron, Ohio 


Holtermann, Eyvind. San Francisco, Cali?. 


Iowa Park, Texas 
Plaistow, N.H. 
Laranie, Wyoming 
Fort orth, Texas 
Jones, Harold Lewis Bath, Pa. 
Jones, Paul A. Kerrville, Texas 
Keienburg, Fred'k E. New Braunfels, Texas 
Kinnamon, Wibliam James Easton, Md. 
Klein, Philip B. Osclakoma City, Okla. 
Los eas Poe oH 


Norman, Okla. 
Asherton, Texas 
Detroit, Mich. 
Charlottesville, Va. 
Greenville, §.¢. 
Madison, Wis. 
Iubbock, Texas 
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Hooks, D. Bdwin 
Hoyt, Stanley C. 
Isaac, Kobert 

Jackson, Andrew 


Kruse, Roger Herman 
Kuhlman, Harold E, 
Iemb, ‘Morris Enberton 
Lawson, Farnam 

Lay, Beirne, Jr. 
League, James B.,Jr. 
Lorenz, George H. 
Love, Sterling T. 








Lowber, David D. Ann Arbor, Mich. Rogers, Charles Durward Asheville,N.Cc. 





Iundstrom, Reginald R. Harvard, Mass. Schofield, Thomas J. Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Mahan, Sherman Arthur Yakima, Wash. Schriever, Bernard A. San Antonio, Texas 
Manhart, Charles D. Evansville, Ind. Schwarz, Elmer P. Little Rock, Ark, 
Marshall, Joseph W. Aberdeen, S.D. Seely, Harmon A. Lawrence, Kans. | 
Martin, Alexander M. Nashville, Tenn. Senter, Everett G. Denver, Colo, | 
McDermott, George F. Pittsburgh, Pa. Seyfarth, Robert M. Highland Park, [11l. 
McGinness, John Mountain Home, Ark. Shannon, Harrison W. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Meade, J. Orin Greensboro, N.C. Smith, Hamilton Richmond, Va. 
Mitchell, W.D.,Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. Sperry, John C. Los Angeles, Calif. 
Mock, Jeff C, Hillsboro, Texas Spreng, Richard G, Mansfield, Ohio 
Moore, Joseph C. Scooba, Miss. Stewart, Bannie L. Dillon, S.C, 
Morrill, Edward R. St. Clair Shores,Mich. Stone, Walter T. Berkeley, Calif. 
Mulberger, Henry,Jr. Watertown, Wis. Strickler, John F.,Jr. Evanston, Ill, 
Murray, Hugh H.,Jr. Raleigh, N.C. Stroud, James Edwin Goldsboro, N.C, 
Naylor, Myrel E. Iowa City, Iowa. Tourville, Kenneth H. Deep River, Conn. 
Nichols, Edwin H. Swansea, Mass. Towler, Wm.A.Jdr. Charlotte C.H,Va. 
Orndorff, Arthur R. Denver, Colo. fTreher, John D. Santa Maria, Calif, 
Owen, Dascom Slemp Pulaski, Va. Tyler, Francis E. Madison Heights, Va. 
Parker, Edward V,. Goldsboro, N.C. Updegrove, Henry T. Jr. New York City 
Paul, Franklin XK. Baltimore, Md. Vinje, Olaf R. Hillsboro, N.D, 
Perrine, John Ruff Winchester, Va. Warren, Edwin A. West Lafayette, Ind, 
Pippinger, Daniel W. Sanborn, Iowa Weikert, Willis L. Gettysburg, Pa. 
Pocock, Wm. S., Jr. Detroit, Mich. Wells, Raymond W. Terre Haute, Ind. 
Pope, Francis Sacramento, Calif. White, John C. Burbank, Calif, 
Portman, Herman G.,Jr. Amherst, Ohio White, Roy M. Durham, Ark, 
Porch, Herbert M. New Brunswick, N.J. Wickland, Daniel W. Glendale, Calif, 
Poteete, Ray V. Wichita, Kans. Wilkinson, Daniel D. Laurinburg, N.C. 
Rall, Stanley Carlton Yakima, Wash. Wilson, Noel C. Denton, Texas 
Ray, Wyeth C. Pawling, N.Y. Winkler, Albert L. Philadelphia, Pa, 
Reed, Herbert B. Nashville, Tenn. Winn, Harry Nashville, Tenn. 
Reed, Ralph Whitney,Cour d'Alene,Idaho Winters, Melvin R. Stringtown, Okla. 
Reeser, Charles E. Harrisburg, Pa. Wittan, Edgar M. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rhind, Harold S, Washington, D.C. Wynne, Andrew M Jr. Merigold, Miss. 
Ricks, Louis P. Starkville, Miss. Young, Raymond A.,Jr. University, Ala. 
Youngerman, Geo.W.3d E. Haven, Conn. 


Enlisted Men 
Private Raleigh D. Baker, Hars. Squadron, Randolph Field, Texas. 
Private Harold L. Dietz, Air Corps Detachment, Bolling Field, D.C. 
Staff Set. Bernard J. Drew, Battery 4th C.A. Hq., Ft. Amador, C.Z. 
Pvt. lst Cl. Elwyn H. Gibbon, 55th Pursuit Sqdn., Mather Field, Calif. 
Pvt. Alvin E. Goodner, 3rd Wagon Co., Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 
Pvt. Hal W. Gregory, Jr., 4th Field Artillery, Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Pvt. Francis 0. Neer, Section A, Chanute Field, Ill. 
Pvt. Ray A. Noland, 80th Service Sqdn., Mather Field, Calif. 
Pvt. Kenneth D. Locke, A.C. Detachment, Bolling Field, D.C. 
Enlisted Men Training in Grade 
Sergeant Andy Byron, 22nd Obs. Sqdn., Brooks Field, Texas. 
Tech. Sgt. Frank J. Siebenaler, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
‘Master Sgt. Carlton P. Smith, 2nd Obs. Squadron, Nichols Field, F.I. 
Staff Sgt. Lloyd W. Thacker, 22nd Obs. Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas 
Officers 
Captain Karl S. Axtater, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. (Air Corps) 
ist Lieut. Randolph P. Williams, Air Corps, Wright Field, Ohio. 
end Lieut. Joseph B. Zimmerman, Field Artillery. 
---000-—— 








LONG FLIGHT IN THE PHILIPPINES 


Lieuts. Harper, Hawkins, Taylor, Springer and Sanborn, on duty at Clark 
Field, P.I., recently completed a 2,000—mile airways flight throughout the 
Southern Islands. This was the first time P-l2's were flown in that part of the 
country, as heretofore all such flights were usually made in Sikorskys. ‘The 
flight went through on schedule and no difficulties were experienced. Over some 
of the longer water jumps the pilots reported the ocean as looking very blue and 
deep. The following points were visited: San Jose, Mindoro, Iloilo, Zamboanga, 
Jolo, Buluan, Cotabato, Camp Keithley, Del Monte Pineapple Plantation in Northern 
Mindanao, Tacloban, and Logaspi. While im Zamboanga, the flight received orders 
from Manila to make a survey of the damage done a few days previously by a typhoou 
Which struck Jolo, Jolo. ‘This was accomplished the following day and a repor 
submitted by radio to the Department Commander. 

Captain Hewitt, Lieuts. Fisher, Henry, Sanborn and DuBose went over the sam 
route again in five Pel2's. It isa six-day trip, and the pilots are afforded 
plenty of exercise opening gasoline cans an doing all the work on their ships. 
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Excellent results were obtained with radio commnica- 
‘tion by the Fourth Comvosite Group, Air Corps. The 
existing standard radio equipment has been function- 
ee Gg Ses sy Nhe ing satisfactorily under the tropical conditions en- 
IN THE PHILIPPINES ' countered in the Philippine Islands. All Bombardment, 
Observation and Cargo type airplanes of the Group 
are ecuinped with radio and shielded ignition systems. In addition, five P-12B 
Pursuit »dlanes were equipped with the SCR-133 transmitter and the BC~167 Receiv- 
er. The training program of the Fourth Composite Group has provided competent 
operators sufficient to take care of each airplane of the Group ecuipped with 
radio. 

During the annual maneuvers of the Philippine Department in January, 1932, 
radie operations by the 4th Composite Group were 100% successful. No failure 
of conmunication in any mission was encountered either with the aircraft sets or 
the ground sets. During these maneuvers the 2nd Observation Squadron operated 
as three separate units, each unit representing a Squadron having its ow re- 
spective SCR-146 ground set. These operations taxed the facilities of the 2nd 
Observation Squadron in providing radio personnel sufficient to take care of the 
three establishments. The three units were located, respectively, at San Miguel, 
Tarlac; Del Caimen, Pampanga; and Nichols Field, Rizal. During the earlier phas- 
es of the maneuvers, the 2th Bombardment Scuadron acted as long distance recon- 
naissance during which ran;;2:s up to 200 miles were consistently obtained with CW 
signals between the airplane SCR-134 sets and the ground SCR-136 set. 

During the Army-Navy Maneuvers in the Philippine Department, in March,1932, 
excellent results were also obtained between ‘the Navy and the Army Air Corps 
sets, no failures of communication. being reported. Aircraft radio is also used 
on all Inter-Island and Airway flights, satisfactory results being obtained. 

An interesting rendezvous and interception problem, using the radio teie- 
phone, was successfully completed by the 4th Cummosite Group on April 135th last. 
The Group Commander, Major John B. Broolzs, fl: ing a P-12B airplane equipped with 
the SCR-153 transmitter and BC-167 receiver, irected the movements of the fly- 
ing elements of the Group, which was divided into five units - two Bombardment, 
two Observation and one Pursuit unit. ‘Two-way telephone was used. Initial or- 
ders to all the tactical units directed a Group rendezvous at Cabanatuan at 8:30 
aetile Each unit was led by its resvective commander in a radio equipped plane. 
Arriving at the designated rendezvous, each unit was greeted by the voice of 
Major Brooks, who was observing his command from a Pursuit airplane flying above 
the highest element of the Group. ‘The following instructions were given by 
Major Brooks: 

To Bombardment Unit No. 1: "Proceed attack GUIMBA rendezvous with Bombard- 
ment No. 2 at 4,000 feet over TARLAC at 9:15. Repeat back." 

To Bombardment Unit No. 2: "“Froceed attack GAPAN rendezvous with Sombard~- 
ment No. 1 at 4,000 feet over TARLAC at 9:15. Repeat back." 

To rd Pursuit Squadron; "Froceed to Dil CARMEN via MALOLOS avait further 
instructions at 6,000 feet over DEL CARMEN airdrome at 9:30. Repeat back." 

To Observation Unib No. 1; "Froceed over route GUIMBA-TARLAC-STOTSENSURG- 
DEL CARMMN to Mt. ARAYAT. Rendezvous over MT. ARAYAT at 3,000 feet with Obser- 
vation No. 2 at 9:15 and await further instructions. Repeat back." | 

fo Observation Unit No. 2: "Proceed over the route MALOLOS-DEL CARMEN-— . 
STOTSENBURG to MT. ARAYAT. Rendezvous over MYT. ARAYAT at 3,000 feet with Obser- 
vation to. 1 at 9:25 and await further instructions. Repeat back," 

Upon completion of these various missions, all units were then directed by 
Major Brooks to reassembly and await further orders at various points of rendez- 
vous. At each new rendezvous in turn Major Brooks issued additional oral orders 
by means of the radio telephone. He directed the Bombardment units to return to 
the home airdrome flying in squadron formation over a designated route. The 
Pursuit were directed to intercept and attack the Bombardment formation. The 
Observation meanwhile were directed to return home and land. In order to avoid 
the possibility of misunderstanding, orders in each case were repeated Back to 
the Group Commander by the flight leader concerned. All orders were correctly 
received and executed and all rendezvous completed promptly. All radio equip- 
ment functioned well and there were no failures due to equipment or personnel. 
Ranges up to 50 miles were obtained between the SCR-133 set and the SCR-1%4 and 
the SCR-136 sets operating with telephone signals. ; 

The success of this first attempt, using radio equipment which it is believ- 


ed can be materially improved with respect to efficiency, has convinced the or- 
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ficers participating of the practicability of the radiophone for the tactical 
command of air units in flight. Indeed, it becomes apparent that radio affords 
the only practicable means of command for the control and coordination of effort 
of the larger units, such as the Group, Wing and Brigade. 

The 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.H., participated in three Wing 
radio-controlled exercises during May. The missions flow on May 6th and 13th 
were for the purpose of searing coordinated training in rendezvous and radio 
comminications. After the rendezvous, the entire Wing, consisting of Bombard- 
ment, Observation, Attack and Pursuit, maneuvered in different formations under 
direct control of the Wing Commander. Minor difficulties were experienced and 
overcome on these two missions. 

On May 20th, the entire 18th Composite Wing participated in a rendezvous. 
problem with a landing at Haleiwa Field. The facility with which a Wing can be 
controlled by radio from the air, when it functions properly, was strikingly de~ 
monstrated and the need for more radio equipment of a better type was felt. With 
sets of the later type, having longer range for sending and receiving, the 
strength of the Group would be increased three-fold. 

After five months of study and application, all officers in the 111th Ob- 
servation and 111th Photo Section, Texas National Guard, have qualified in radio 
artillery liaison, some achieving a 20 to 25=word a minute commnication. Puff 
targets were employed, the planes flying at a minimum altitude of 2,500 feet. 
Second Lieut. Theodore Castle is in charge of communications. Captain Fred S. 
Willbur, an artillery officer during the World War, instructed the officers! 
Class in the details of artillery liaison. 

——— 000m 


AN ATR-MINDED CHINESE YOUTH 


The following letter, copied word for word, was recently received by an Air 
Corps officer stationed at Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I.: 
"Dear Sir: 

let me beg respectfully for a favour from you, My Lord. I ama young 
Chinese (age 21) and graduate of the higher school, both English and Chinese. I 
devote in aeroplane-life, every time I hear the sound of the aeroplane, my heart 
become light and feel 'Air-life is the most joyful work.' My heart is very 
thirsting in learning to fly yet the circumstance is too evil, and not promise 
to do so. After thinking over thinking I observe that the only way which appear 
to me, is begging from you, My Lord, for a kind help. Would you, my Lord, allow 
me to serve in your department and let me to have a chance to learn to fly. 

Hoping to reciewe your kind favour, I have the honor to be, 

My Lordship's 
Your most obedient and humble servant." 
---000-== 


Sth SQUADRON SHOWS UP WELL ON THE GUNNERY RANGE 


"The boys in the 99th and lst Squadrons thought they were pretty hot at gun- 
nery and bombing while at Phillips Field, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., during 
April and May," says the Mitchel Field Correspondent, "but the 5th Squadron, with 
Capt. "Tiny" Harmon commanding, went down in June and climbed the ladder a rung or 
two igner. T-eir scores bespeak of superiority somew:ere, so the rest of vs blame 
it on the ships. The 5th Squadron pilots report the Douglas 0~25C's as being tae 
'muts' when it comes to putting them in the black. 

The shell torn 'no man's land' of the fixed gun range drug down only one ship 
during the three months' operations there, but no one was at all injured, and the 
9th Observation Group considers the season's work a huge success." 

---000-—~ 


Practically the entire commissioned and enlisted force of the 36th Division 
Aviation will attend the 15-day annual training period at Camp Hulen, Palacios, 
Texas. Camp Hulen is about 100 miles southwest of Houston on the shores of Tres 
Palacios Bay in Matagorda County, covers a total of 13,000 acres and is permanent- 
ly equipped for the 36th Division, The Division Aviation has modern rters at 

ve north end of the camp, a spacious landing field adjoining. A headquarters of- 
fice and warehouse building, an officers' and enlisted men's megs, bath houses, 
etc., with tent floors of cement make up an attractive site. Boating, surf 
swimming and fishing are diversions. 
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DEVICZ FOR SAFER FLYING THROUGH FOG AND CLOUDS 


HEN. an instrument invented by Charles W. Kiesel, an inspector of 

ne Board of Water Supply, Honolulu, 1.H., comes into general use, 
flying through fog and clouds may be made safer. Mr. Kiesel's de- 
vice takes the place of a turn and bank indicator and an artificial 
horizon, It has been tried on military airplanes in Hawaii during 
ithe primary stages of its development but not since its perfection. It is 
known as a balometer. 

At first glance the balometer looks somewhat like an automobile sveedometer. 
A needle points vertically at zero with a graduated scale to both right and left 
through 90 degrees. Below this scale is a rotating cylinder set in the face of 
the balometer like the device which adds up the mileage on a speedometer. Zero 
on this cylinder is the horizon line. 

Mr. Kiesel began his work on the balometer shortly after the Dole flight. 
He had spent many years of experimental work on machinery used in the sugar cane 
industry and, being mechrnically inclined, believed he could make flying safer. 
He was convinced, after talking to Arthur Goebel and Martin Jensen, that the un- 
successful fliers in the Dole race lost out because of inability to fly blind. 

His first efforts were tested unofficially on Army airplanes, but the in- 
strument was returned to him with the advice that he would have to eliminate os- 
cillation of the turn and bank needle or swinging of the needle because of cen- 
trifugel motion. His second device failed to accomplish this. He continued his 
work and recently perfected his third balometer, for which a patent has been 
sought. In this device the artificial horizon cylinder and the turn and bank 
needle ave attached to diamond-shaped plumb bobs which are’set in a compartment 
packed with ¢lycerine. ‘The bob has to cut its way through the glycerine as the 
device registers. This retards its motion and prevents oscillation of the needle. 
The scale on which the turn and bank needle registers is colored red on the star- 
board side and green on the port side. The horizon cylinder is colored also, so 
the color will tell the aviator whether he is diving or climbing. That part 
above the horizon is colored red, and the »art below green. 

Mr. Kiesel is making efforts to have the Bureau of Standards test his device. 
Military fliers in Hawaii may also give it further tests. He is convinced it is 
an important instrument for blind flying and much superior to the bank and turn 
indicators and artificial horizons he has seen on military airplanes in Hawaii. 

~--000-—— 





RADIO ANNOUNCER'S JOB OPEN TO AIR CORPS OFFICER 


It is the understanding of the News Letter Corresoondent from Chanute Field, 
Ill., that certain cdmbéredal concerns. engaged in the radio broadcastia: game 
have made overtures to Lieut. Roy H. Lynn to resign from the Army and become one 
of their regular broadcasting staff, it having been recently discovered that his 
voice is perfectly beautiful on the air. It is stated that the Lieutenant has 
been receiving loads of fan mail and that his better half is very glad that he 
is soon to leave for March Field, Calif. 

All of the above is apropos to the participation of Chanute Field in the 
George Washington Bicentennial Military Tournament, when it sent radio planes to 
Chicago daily, from which broadcasts were made by officers who were pursiing the 
Communications Course of the Air Corps Technical School. ‘These broadcasts were 
Picked up by Station WLS and put on the air by them in connection with their 
regular programs. ‘The officers participating in these broadcasts were 2nd Lts. 
Robert L. Schoenlein, Forrest G, Allen, Roy H. Lynn and Lilburn D. Fator, Air 
Corps. 

---000~~= 


The 58th Service Squadron, comprising 130 men and three Regular officers, 
Captain Clarence H. Welch, commanding, end Lieuts. Louie FP. Turner and Stoyte 0. 
Ross, departed from Brooks Field, Texas, June llth for permanent station at 
Langley Field, Va. The 58th, reorganized on October 1, 1930, at Brooks Field, 
has made a sv lendid record, and no doubt will carry on its good work at its new 
station, where it will be the Service Squadron for the new 8th Pursuit Group 
being organized at Langley Field. ‘he 62nd Service Squadron, retained at Brooks 
Field upon the removal of the Air Corps Primary Flying School to Randolph Field, 
will be the Service Squadron for the 12th Observation Group. 
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WRIGHT FIELD OFFICERS RETURN FROM TRANSOCHANIC CONVENTION 
By the Wright Field Correspondent 


After attending in Rome, Italy, one of the most unique conventions ever 
held, a meeting of International Transoceanic Fliers, a convention possible 
only ia this modern day of ours and limited in attendance to a group whose work 
to be fairly weighed imst be considered as affecting the future even more than 
the immediate present, Caytains Albert F. Hegenberger and Clements McMullen re- 
turned to the worladay world of laboratories, experimental aeronautics, flying 
hours, and their Army Air Corps jobs at Vright Field. The Convention dated from 
May 22nd to May 28th. Sailing on the ROMA on May Oth, the brilliance of the ex- 
perience must serve to color many dull moments in times to come - if, indeed, 
such moments ever fall to the lot of two such active pilots. 

It was their firét visit to Europe. From the moment of their arrival in 
Italy, they were the guests of the Italian Goverment - baggage, trans ortation, 
hotel accommodations and entertainment being arranged for. The Convention plans 
included business meetings, flying exhibitions, banquets, dinners, and sight- 
seeing. The business discussions first covered the »renarations for anc experi- 
ences encountered on the various transoceanic flights, with the  surpose in view 
of compiling all available data. Interpreters made possible discussion between 
fliers oi different tongues. ‘There was discussion of a "freedom of the air 
policy," with the planes of all nations being welcome at all »orts and over in- 
ternational routes which passed above the territory of the various nations. At 
certain sessions, aviators from Germany, England, United States, and a grou 
from France studied northern Atlantic plane routes, while the Italians, Spanish 
and a second French group discussed the southern Atlantic route between Europe 
and South America. The Wright Field pilots studied four North Atlantic routes 
under the leadership of Cant. H.C. Richardson and of Sir Hubert Wilkins, the 
Labrador-Greenland-Scandinavian route being considered the most practical be- 
cause of better weather conditions and the shorter distance between landing 
points. To make such a route practical for a two-day mil line to Turope, meteo- 
rologicai stations each 500 miles at least should be estatilished, it was decided, 

Receptions were held for the fliers by Premier Mussolini, as well as King 
Victor amanuel; the King's son, Prince Umberto; end the Duke d'Aosta, the latter 
being a pilot. ‘These two young men, in fact, were tremendously interested in 
aviation and spent much time with the Convention representatives. The brilliance 
of the uniforms and decorations at all the gatherings was es vecially impressive. 

Impressive also was the flying exhibition with which the meeting closed. 
Both Wrisht Field pilots declared that for sl:ill and daring they had never seen 
anything like certain features of the formation work performed. In‘one instance, 
nine planes in tight formation flew upside down in a circle of approximately 
seven miles. In another, three grouwns of nine planes, each in formation, looped 
the loop, the tails of the planes of each group being tied together. Planes 
throwing red, white, and green smoke screens looped and spiralled, leaving strange 
colored shapes hanging in the air. Captain Mclullen described the routing of a 
durmy machine gun nest. Six planes dove on the nest, turning and zooming back 
into the air from 5 to 15 feet above the ground. The timing with which the six 
planes following each other in rapid succession dove on the nest, then zoomed 
upward, made a crash seem inevitable. Zach pilot had his assigned split second 
in which to come down and a different direction in which to shoot back up, and 
each was perfect in this work. There was a sigh of relief, however, even from 
the seasoned transoceanic fliers when the group landed safely. 

Following the close of the meeting, Captain Hegenberger, whose varticular 
interest in navigation ecuiwment, crowded in visits to airdromes and manufactur- 
ing plants in Berlin, Munich, Geneva, Paris, Venice, Milan and Turin, using in 
some instances the commercial air lines, in others »iloting borrowed planes. 
Having made the first solo blind landing shortly before his trip, he was anxious 
to glean at first hand just what advanced equiyment was in use for blind flying, 
especially on the commercial air lines, in Murope. Though time was short, he 
was avle to cover a wide range of territory and gain a fairly clear picture of 
Europea development in this field, a picture that will enable him to tale up 
with greater confidence the work he so reluctantly put by for a few weeks to at- 
tend the Rome Convention. 

Other American transoceanic fliers amon the delegates were 7.7. “hite, 
Captain lichiullen's confrefe~on a New York - Buenos Aires flizht; George Haldeman; 
Harold Gatty, and Commander H.C. Richardson, U.S.N. 
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WAR DEFARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORFS OFFICERS 


CHAUIGES OF STATION: To Langley Field, Va.:; Cant. James T. Hutchison from 
Walter Reed General Hospital; Capt. Albert M. Guidera from duty as Instructor, 
Indiana National Guard, Indianapolis; lst Lieut. Richard E. itugent from Panama, 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: Capt. Omer 0. Niergarth from duty as student at 
Industrial War College, Washington; Captain Orlo H. Quinn from Command and 
General Staff School, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. 

To Randolph Field, Texas; 2nd Lieut. Harold H. Bassett from Hawaii. 


To Fort Bragg, N.C.§ lst Lieut. Joseph W. Benson, from Hawaii, for duty 
with cond Balloon Company. 


To Selfridge Field, Mich.;: lst Lieut. Earle E. Partridge from Panama; Capt. 
Harry G. liontgomery from Walter Reed General Hospital. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y¥.; 2nd Lieut. Arthur J. Lehman from Panama. 

fo Hawaii: end Lieuts. Robert L. Easton and Ralph E. Holmes from Chanute. 

To Panama; Capt. Ennis C. Whitehead from Selfridge Field; lst Lieuts. 
Dixon M, Aliison and Clifford FP. Bradley from Randolph Field. . 

fo the Philippines; lst Lieut. Hugo P. Rush from Wright Field, Ohio. 


fo Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major George Z. Lovell, Jr., from duty as stucent 
at Air Corps Tactical School. Previous orders in his case revoked. 

DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS, and to Randolvh Field, Texas, July 1, for pri- 
mary Flying training: Ist Lieut. Edwin. L. Johnson, Field Artillery; end Lieuts. 
James F, Stroker, Field Artillery; Robert G. Turner, Infantry. 


~--000~-= 




















POWER PLANT ENGINEER AT WRIGHT FIELD PASSES AWAY. 


June 9th proved a day of loss to the Materiel Division, Wright Field, 0., 
because of the death of Mr. G.H. Frank, whose life, after many years of devoted 


- and capable service to the Division, was cut off after but a few days!’ illness. 


Mr. Frank came to the Division on March 9, 1918, as a dynamometer operator. 
Later he became Air Corps Inspector of Power Plants. For the past eight years 
he was test engineer in the Power Plant Branch, having a hand in many of the 
most interesting power plant developments. A principal project vas the adapta- 
tion of the power plant to ethelyne glycol cooling, to which he gave much time 
and concentration and which practice has come into wide use for Army airplanes. 
Fair in all his working relations, genial and kindly as a companion, he held 
not only the respect but, in an unusual measure, the love of his associates. 

---000~-—= 


Twelve new V-1570 engines, with a new type of counterbalanced shaft and 
slight changes in the lubrication system, were delivered to Selfridge Fielc, 
Mich., for installation in P-16 airplanes for an exhaustive test. Officers at 
this field hope that the new changes in the V-1570 engines will remedy the 
troubles encountered with them when installed in Pursuit planes. 


— me om ne 


With the lllth Observation Squadron, Texas National Guard, instrument fly- 
ing occupies three periods of each week - Sundays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
One 0-38 is equipped for blind flying. Preliminary instruction in blind flying 
is carried on regularly, with flights under charge of a safety pilot made as 
soon as the pilots qualify. The navigation flights include triangular courses 
of about 50 to 60 miles to each leg. No maps are carried, the pilots being 
obliged to plot their courses, windage and time. Some exceptionally good 
records are being made. First Lieut. Earle T. Showalter performed some diffi- 
cult Slind flying the last of May and did it so effectively that he was asked 
by Major Blackburn, Commanding Officer, to lecture to the pilots on his 
experience. 


Sixty-five planes of the 18th Composite Wing, Hawaii, flew an aerial re- 
view before the commissioned staff, Cadets and crew of the German Cruiser 
"Karlsrue" at Luke Field. The Cadets were inspected by Lieut.-Col. Gerald C. 
Brant and Majors Maxwell Kirby and Ernest Clark prior to the review. The offi- 
cers and cadets of the "Karlsrue" then inspected planes and personnel. The re- 
view line was more than one-half mile long. ‘The German personnel were very en- 
thusiastic in their praise of the military appearance and precision flying,and 
commented very favorably uvon the ability and efficiency of: the 18th Wing per- 
Sonnel. Frigattenkapitam Wassner, Commanding Officer of the "Karlsrue," and 
Lieut.—Col. Brant, Commanding Officer of the 18th Composite Wing, flew around 
the Island of Oa in the Wing Conmand plane. Cavtain Wassner was greatly 
pleased with the flight. Some of the most beautiful flying country in the world 
was flovm over. Later in the day, Captain Wassner was presented with several 
aerial photographs of his orm ship, taken by the 1lth Photo Section. 
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TECHNICAL SCKOOL STUDENTS GRADUATE 


Graduation exercises were held at Chenute Field, Rantoul, I11l., on June 
25th for the graduates of the Maintenance Engineering and Communications courses 
of the Air Corps Technical School. ‘The exercises consisted of a review, follow- 
ed by presentation of diplomas on the field to the graduating officers. ‘The 
graduates received the review with the Commandant and Commanding Officer of 

hanute Field, Lieut —Colonel James A. Mars... A great many civilians attended 
the Review and were afforded the additional treat of seeing the take-off of the 
Army blimp, TC-6, for Scott Field. Chanute Field was used as a fueling base for 
the operations of this airchip at Chicago in connection with the George 
Vashin;ton Bicentennial Military Tournament. 

Maintenance Engineering graduates were lst Lieuts. Thomas J. Cushman, Marine 
Corps; James W. Spry, Alva L. Harvey, 2nd Lieuts. Frederick A. Bacher,Jr.; Chas. 
B. Stone, III, Lawrence H. Douthit, Karl G.E. Gimmler, Robert Loyal Easton, 
August W.Kissner; Donald J.Keirn; Thomas §.Fower; Lorry N.Tindal; Charles K. 
Moore; Hollingsworth F.Gregory; Sanwel 0. Redetzke; Herbert H.Tellman; Harold lL, 
Mace; Anthony Q. Mustoe; Julius K. Lacey; Minthorne W. Reed; Carl R. Storrie; 
Arthur F. Merewether, Air Corps; lst Lieuts. Arthur H. Morrison, George 5.Stead, 
end Lieut. Frank B. Stuart, Air Reserve; Captain William K. Ennis, Texas Nation- 
al Guard, and 2nd Lieut. Clinton E. Searle, Michigan National Guard. 

Those graduating from the Communications Course were lst Lieut. James XK. 
DeArmond, end Lieuts. Ralph E. Holmes, Forrest G. Allen, Draper F, Henry, Richard 
I. Dugan, Daniel C. Doubleday, Roy H. Lynn, Daniel B. White, Albert W. Shephard, 
Lawrence 0. Westley, Air Corps; Capt. William B, Wimer, Missouri National rd; 
lst Lieut. Robert L. Stephens, New Jersey National Guard; and 2nd Lieut. Rudolph 
S. Farrar, Tennessee National Guard. 

During the last week in June, the Maintenance Engineering graduates, in 
charge of Ist Lieut. Herbert W. Anderson, Secretary of the Air Corps Technical 
School, visited the Materiel Division at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on an in- 
spection tour, following which practically all the officers proceeded to their 
new stations, some by automobile, some by rail, and some by rail and water 
transport to foreign stations. Lieuts. L.H. Douthit and R.L. Easton remain tem- 
porarily at Chanute Field, thus relieving somewhat the shortage of officers which 
normally exists during school vacation at this post. 


~--000-—— 
INSIGNIA SOUGHT FOR THE 111th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


Major Thomas W. Blackburn, commanding the 1llth Observation Squadron, 36th 
Division Aviation, Texas National Guard, is holding a competition for a Squadron 
Insignia in order to obtain the best design talent can devise. A cash prize of 
$25.00 is offered for the insignia selected by the officers of the organization 
and approved by the War Devartment. The contest is open to members of the mili- 
tary establishment as well as civilian artists. 

The national coat of arms or the coats of arms of any state or country can 
not be used, although parts of the latter two are permissible. No lettering, 
numerals, maps or geographical features are allowed. The Texas Lone Star may be 
used. Something historical and indicative of the functions of an Observation 
Squadron is sought. For the information of artists competing, it may be men- 
tioned that Texas is noted for its long horn steers, cactus and Commanche Indians. 
These Indians wore three feathers tucked in the back of their hair and not the 
full feather headdress of the Northern Sioux. Drawings should be mailed to 
Major Thomas W. Blackburn, Route #l, Box 655, Houston Airport, Houston, Texas. 
Drawing paper, 85 x 11 inches, should be used. The insignia should be siiple 
and suitable to stenciling on the fuselage of the planes of the Squadron. ‘Two 
or three colors may be used. 

Major Blackburn, who holds the rank of Captain in the Air Corps, Regular 
Army, is on duty as Instructor of the Texas National Guard air unit. 

---000--- 


Hotification that certain prominent airports just over the 500-mile radius 
had been included within cross-country limits was met with unqualified approval 
by the commissioned and enlisted personnel of Langley Field, Va. Atlanta, Macon, 
Chattanooga, Louisville and Selfridge Field are due to see many new faces in 
the near future. 


ee ee ee 


The cover design for this issue of the News Letter is the work of Corporal 
Don L. iicClaskey, Engineering Clerk of the 13th Attack Squadron, Fort Crockett, 
Galveston, Texas. Thank you, Corporal McClaskey, for your interest in the News 
Letter. We hope that others who are handy with pen, pencil or stylus, will fol- 
low your example and send in cover designs for future issues. Designs on Cello- 
type or Mimeotype stencil sheets are preferred, but pen and ink sketches are 
also welcome. Pencil sketches are difficult to trace on the stencil sheets. 

All designs used will be duly acknowledged in the News Letter. Get busy, 
you artists! 
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GRADUATIONS FROM THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


A class of students, consisting of two officers of the Regular Army, one 
German Army officer, and 93 Flying Cadets, graduated from the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, on June 29th. An aerial review was flown by 
all students at 8:00 a.m., and graduation exercises were held at 10;00 a.n. 
Major-General Benjamin D. Foulois, Chief of the Air Corps, delivered an address 
to the students, and Brigadier-General Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General 
of the Air Corps Training Center, presented the diploinas. 


The following is the list of graduates: 


Officers 


2nd Lieut. William 7. Hefley, Jr., Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army. 
end Lieut. Russell A. Wilson, Signal Corps, U.S. Army. 
Captain Eberhard Baier, German Army. 


Aring, Wilbur W. 
Baker, Carl F. 

Beck, Stephen A. 
Belden, Lloyd I. 
Bell, Jasper N. 
Bonnell, William F. 
Bogardus, Wm. I., Jr. 
Borchers, Adrian 
Bordelon, Henry 0. 
Borgers, Hilder W. 
Breeding, Wilbur W. 
Brockliss, Cedric J. 
Bruce, James L. 
Cahill, Martin B. 
Cassady, George §S. 
Cazier, Frank W. 
Celix, Henry M. 
Christner, John VW. 
Churchill, Randolph £. 
Clark, Glenn C. 
Clark, William L. 


Tlying Cadets 





Brady, Robert W. 
Coursey, Harry 
Cox, Dudley S. 
Cox, Homer M. 
Culler, Harry H. 
Davis, Wm. Hdwin 
Demler, Marvin C. 
Ditzen, William G. 
Doherty, John C. 


Duckworth,Hubert B. 


Farle, Lloyd W. 
Fouche, John §. ,Jr. 
Freyer, Francis R. 
Gardner, Wayne C. 
Gates, Thomas L. 
George, Clifton V. 
Glen, Frank P. 
Govoni, George L. 
Haarman,Donald W. 
Haley, Olin K. 
Hamilton, Hdward N. 


Hoffman,Cecil R. 
Horvath, Lewis,Jr. 
Hughes,Louis R. 
Hunt, Jack S. 
Punt, Wilburn R. 
Furst, Don L. 
Jarmon, Robt.£. 
Jackson, Edmund IL. 
Jobson, Theron §. 
Kane, John R. 
Krug, Lester 
Keenan,Gregory F. 
Lancaster ,D.B.Jr. 
Lovelace, Wn.T. 
Mackelcan, H.M. 
Matthews, F.H. 
Moody,Howard A. 
Moore,Ralph J. 
Mosman ,Ormond J. 
Murchison ,Geo.M. 
Neal, Jesse 


Oglesby,Walter A. 
Parrish, Noel F. 
Philip,Donald E. 
Purser, Brittain H. 
Qualm, Joseph R. 
Payne, Sarmel V. 
Randolph, Jack L. 
Reynolds, Roger M. 
Richardson,H.G. 
Searles, Nathan F. 
Smith, Elton 
Spake, John P. 
Sprunger,ioble 0. 
Stevers, Fred D. 
Swift, Henry H. 
Shockley, lhioir L. 
Trimble ,V.L.,Jr. 
Unruh, Marion D. 
Ward, Roy Putman 
Wassell,Ralph L. 
Wooley, Paul G. 





Workman ,James T. 
Zelazo, Steve 


Cooper, Robt. E., Jr. 
Corrigan, Emmett J. 


Hanspeter, Paul J. Nelson,David R. 
Harris,Clyde C.,Jr. WNuckols, Wm.F. 
Weller, Richard C. 
~--000--= 


KANSAS CITY AIR RESERVE UNIT ATTENDS CONVENTION 


It has long been the avowed purpose of the several Air Corps Reserve Offi- 
cers' Associations scattered throughout the United States to get together in a 
big pow-wow and set the foundation for a national organization to promote the 
Air Reserves as a national unit. To this end, April 28, 1932, was set as the 
date for the gathering of the clans, among them the Kansas City Association rep- 
resenting the 430th Pursuit Squadron. Chicago was selected to receive this 
honor. To localize still more, the Edgewater Beach Hotel was selected to take 
the punishment coincident to conventions. 

The Kansas City Unit, as the census revealed, led the convention in point 
of attendance with eleven Reserve officers, led by Captain Wm. B. Wright, Air 
Corps, Regular Army and Commander of the Squadron. They were Captains Wm. S. 
Green, J.W. Ranson, W.E. Long, W.P. Ford, W.G. Moore, G.T. Long, lst Lieuts. 
R.C. Farrell, A.D. Hillman, W.E. Lewis, 2nd Lieuts. A.G. Hunter and Sgt. J.J. 
Eberling, Air Corps. ‘The above list includes all the past Presidents and pres- 
ent office holders of the local chavter of the National Organization of the Air 
Corps Reserve Officers. Lieut. Hiliman was elected National Vice President, and 
Lieut. Farrell,National Judge Advocate. .. © «":7° ee 
‘«s ‘Mt the conclusion of their business meeting in Chicago, the group was in- 
vited to attend a dinner given at the St. Johns Military Academy, Delafield, 
Wis. St. Johns being the Alma Mater of Captain Wright, he was called on to 
mage at the close of the dinner and received anplause that made the good old 

S Ping 
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